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The River-to-River Road project has been written about extensively.  There 
has even been a movie made about it:  River to River:  Iowa’s 

Forgotten Highway 6.  Most of this 380-
mile route, known today as Highway 6, 
began as a “path” across Iowa.  On 
Saturday morning, June 25, 1910, the 
path quickly became a highway through 
the combined efforts of 10,000 farmers, 
who worked in unison for one hour 
helping to construct or drag the 
roadway.   
 
The owner of the Des Moines Daily Capital, Lafayette 
Young, and the news editor for that newspaper, J. W. 

Eichinger, enlisted the help of Governor Beryl Carroll, who in turn solicited 
the help of individuals within each county along the route.  With the support 
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https://www.hemmings.com/magazine/hmn/2011/01/Iowa-s-River-to-River-Road/3694041.html
http://www.highway6movie.com/
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Charles Glidden 
Charles Glidden and his wife 

of 10,000 individuals, the highway was built “all to the same standard—and 
all at the same time.” 
 

 
 
The Glidden Tours were promotional events held from 1904 to 1913.  They 

were named for Charles Glidden, an automobile 
financier and early proponent 
of motoring.  The Glidden 
Tours were sponsored by the 
American Automobile 
Association (AAA), which 
promoted not only public 
acceptance of automobiles 
but also safe roadways.   
 

Glidden gave the AAA the event’s first trophy, which 
had originally been presented to the winner of the 1905 tour. 
 
Turn-of-the-century horse and carriage lanes were not well suited to 
automobile traffic.  Often participants in these tours encountered roads that 
were impassable.  During tours encompassing several hundred miles, 
automobiles broke down.  Sometimes automobiles damaged property and 
frightened horses.  August Post, chairman of the AAA, organized the Glidden 
Tours.  Post encouraged sponsorship by automobile manufacturers as a 
means to test the merit of their vehicles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glidden Tours 
 

Left:  View of Dai H. Lewis and 
motorists with Premier pilot car no. 
98 on the side of a rural dirt road 
during the 1908 Glidden Tour.  Two 
men change the rear tire; Lewis 
pretends to hit one man’s backside 
with a stick.  The sign displayed on 
car reads: “Premier, official 1908 
pathfinder, A.A.A. Glidden Tour.”  
Handwritten on the back: “Tours—
Glidden Tour, 1908.” 
 
Photo courtesy of the Detroit Public Library 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glidden_Tour
https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A189377
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June 26, 1910 
 

Iowa farmers prepared the road for the 1910 Glidden Tour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newspaper Articles 
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June 28, 1910 
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Des Moines, Iowa  
July 17, 1910 
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Links:  
 
River-to-River Road history 
 
Historic Auto Trails 
 
Early American Automobiles 

http://usroute6iowa.org/about-us/history
https://iowadot.gov/autotrails/rivertoriverroad
http://www.earlyamericanautomobiles.com/1910.htm
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July 25, 1910 
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Pieces of Iowa’s Past 
March 21, 2018 10   
 
 
 

During a Glidden Tour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


